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Beijing recognizes
assistance from
Ronald J. Allen, ’73

R

onald J. Allen, ’73, was one
of his more promising students,
so Yale Kamisar enthusiastically
hired him as a research assistant.
It was a prophetic move on the
part of Kamisar, whose current
emeritus status has done nothing
to diminish his pride in former
Ronald J. Allen, ’73
students’ accomplishments.
So it was with obvious satisfaction that Kamisar
called to let Law Quadrangle Notes know that Allen
has become the first American lawyer and only the
fourth American to be designated a Yangtze River
Scholar by the Ministry of Education of the People’s
Republic of China. The previous three American
winners of the award, the highest academic honor
given by the People’s Republic of China, have been
Nobel Prize winners in economics.
Allen is the John Henry Wigmore Professor of Law
at Northwestern University, where he has taught
since 1984. He was a visiting professor at Michigan
Law in summer 1982, and also has taught at the
University of Nebraska, the State University of New
York at Buffalo, and Duke University.
Author of a dozen books and some 100 journal
articles, Allen is known worldwide as an authority
on evidence, procedure, and constitutional law. For
many years he has hosted and supervised Chinese
law professors and students in their study and
research at Northwestern and his research has been
instrumental in legal system reform in China. He is
the inaugural Fellow of the Procedural Law Research
Center and chair of the Foreign Board of Advisors
of the Evidence Law and Forensic Sciences Institute
of China University of Political Science and Law in
Beijing. He also is advising the institute’s writers on a
universal evidence code for the People’s Republic.
Established in 1999, the Yangtze River Scholar
Program secures the assistance of distinguished
scholars and scientists like Allen and helps to ensure
that China’s top scientists, scholars, and researchers
maintain their residency in China.

Edelman’s SportsJudge.com
nears first anniversary

Fantasy sports always have been a very

real part of life for Marc Edelman, ’03—
he was a fantasy sports reporter for
Rotowire.com as well as a national
semi-finalist in the Sports Law Moot
Court while studying at Michigan
Law—so it’s only fitting that soon he
will celebrate the first anniversary of
SportsJudge.com, his Web-based fantasy
sports dispute resolution service.
For years, Edelman had been
receiving growing numbers of requests
from doctors, bankers, and business
people for help in solving their fantasy
sports disputes. In response, last January
he launched SportsJudge.com as “a
Web site devoted entirely to resolving
fantasy sports disputes by using
legal reasoning.”
Edelman’s SportsJudge.com offers a
range of services, from resolution of a
single dispute to a package that covers
dispute resolution through the length
of your fantasy sport’s full season. He’ll
even develop a league constitution for
you or run your entire draft.
“The SportsJudge venture has been
very successful on many different
levels,” according to Edelman. During
this year’s baseball season, for example,
SportsJudge.com resolved a variety
of disputes, including many involving

trades and/or major fantasy leagues in
New York, Atlanta, and San Francisco.
And although the thunks of footballers’
shoulder pads haven’t gone silent yet,
the 2007 pigskin season promises to be
equally successful.
The service also has been featured
in The Wall Street Journal, Chicago Tribune,
Jacksonville Times-Union, Kansas City Star,
and NewYork Daily News, and Sporting
News named SportsJudge.com one of
“7 things to make you an instant expert
in sports.”
“The opportunity to build
relationships with high-end fantasy
sports owners adds another exciting
element to my career,” says Edelman,
who practices law as an associate in
the Sports & Entertainment Practice
Group of New York City-based Dewey
Ballantine LLP. Edelman also teaches law
at New York City schools such as Seton
Hall University, Manhattanville College,
Baruch College, and the Metropolitan
College of New York. Two years ago he
presented a lecture to Michigan Law
faculty on “The Future of Single
Entity Sports.”

Marc Edelman, ’03

“Having done a small amount of
fantasy-sports dispute resolution even
before the launch of SportsJudge.com,
I have seen first-hand how unresolved
fantasy disputes can tear friendships
apart,” Edelman explains. “Like any
arbitrator, my goal is to resolve
disagreements fairly, and to keep
relationships together.”
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Janet K. Welch, ’88, Michigan State
Bar’s first woman executive director

Janet K. Welch, ’88, has turned her

analytical and organizational skills to
guiding the Michigan State Bar as the
38,000-member organization’s first
woman executive director. Colleagues
and observers expect that the nonpartisan and level-headed approach to
thorny issues that she honed during a
decade of service to the Michigan state
legislature will serve her in good stead
as she navigates the variety of issues
and opinions that are part of daily
life for Michigan Bar staffers and
members alike.
“A unified bar is best served by an
executive director who can instill trust
across the political spectrum by virtue
of his or her skills, fairness, balance,
integrity, knowledge, and reputation,”
Welch told writer Naseem Stecker for
a cover profile in the June 2007 issue of
Michigan Bar Journal. “Personal agendas
are simply not part of the picture in
how the State Bar operates. My job is
to see that the Bar achieves its strategic
goals as efficiently and cost-effectively
as possible.”
Fellow Michigan Law graduate and
Michigan State Bar President Kimberly
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Cahill, ’85, notes in the Journal profile
that “Janet’s combination of experience with the Supreme Court, the
Michigan legislature, and the State Bar
could not be surpassed. Add to that her
intelligence, wonderful contemplative
demeanor, and ability to include all
points of view in decision making, and
you have an executive director with
unlimited potential.”
“Welch joined the State Bar as
general counsel over six years ago,”
writes profile author Stecker. “When
Executive Director John Berry left to
take up a post with the Florida Bar,
she was appointed interim executive
director while a nationwide search was
launched for a new leader. During this
time, events conspired to pose a series of
challenges to her judgment and abilities.
Organizational restructuring, Supreme
Court controversy, a media fuss over the
confidentiality of records, and a plan to
tax legal services took up much of her
attention. She responded well—so well
that she was the obvious choice for
the job.”
For the complete profile, go to
www.michbar.org/journal/pdf/
pdf4article1169.pdf.

Michigan State Bar Executive
Director Janet K. Welch, ’88, was
the subject of the cover story in the
Michigan Bar Journal in June.

Jeffrey D. Jones, ’04: U.S. becoming
an unaffordable nation

W

e are awaking from “The American
Dream”—owning a home and car, paying
for college, living decently on what we
earn—to a world of inadequate wages,
soaring healthcare prices, escalating
tuition, and other economic facts of life
that are morphing the dream into an
elusive, too often out-of-reach fantasy.
So says Lewis & Clark Law School
Assistant Professor Jeffrey Jones, ’04, in
his newly published book The Unaffordable
Nation: Searching for a Decent Life in America
(Prometheus Books, 2007).

“Often when Americans complain
about unaffordability it is not taken
seriously,” explains Jones. “We assume
that people who struggle economically
must not be working hard or have
made other bad choices, such as drugs
or gambling or just wasting money.
Certainly, such people exist. However,
there are also many Americans who
are doing everything right—who have
taken education, who work hard each
day and take pride in their labor, and
who are personally and financially
responsible—yet who simply are failing
while doing their economic best. In their
gut, every American knows that there
is something fundamentally wrong with
the inability to afford basic things like
healthcare, home ownership, or caring
for an aging relative even though one is
working full-time, but no one has fully
explained what that is. The Unaffordable
Nation revisits what might be called the
‘American morality of labor’ in order
to show that the inability to afford a
decent life with reasonable labor is an
unequivocal injustice.”
Says his publisher: “Transcending
ordinary politics, Jones addresses every
member of the American community,
not as liberal or conservative or as
Democrat or Republican, but in the
most basic and equal of terms: in their
capacities as working persons dependent
upon their occupations, their employers,
and the government regulation of both
to earn a decent living. He uncovers
the profound moral consensus among
Americans from every walk of life
regarding the entitlements that should
follow from individual hard work.”

Jeffrey D. Jones, ’04

Jones comes to this issue from both
academic and legal practice perspectives.
As a law professor, he teaches
Property, The Concept of Property,
and a Disability Law seminar, and his
research interests focus on employment
law, jurisprudence, and government
ethics. Before joining the Lewis & Clark
faculty this year, he practiced with Davis
Wright Tremaine and then for Barran
Liebman LLP, where he remains Of
Counsel in employment law matters.
Prior to studying at Michigan Law,
Jones taught philosophy at the University
of Massachusetts-Boston, where he
specialized in the philosophy of law, and
was a postdoctoral scholar at Boston
University’s Institute on Race and Social
Division and a scholar-in-residence
at Boston University’s School of Law.
He earned his B.A., M.A., and Ph.D.
in philosophy at the University of
Wisconsin-Madison.
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Gillian L. Thomas, ’96:
Tradition should not limit
women’s workplaces

Miriam Defensor Santiago,
LL.M. ’75, S.J.D. ’76,
nominated to UN court

Gillian L. Thomas, ’96, always has

advocated for women’s equality under
the law and in the workplace. As a law
student, she squeezed out time both
to work as a contributing editor to the
Michigan Journal of Race and Law and to
teach a University of Michigan undergraduate course called Women and
the Law.
Now she has become senior staff
attorney with Washington D.C.-based
Legal Momentum, where she is part
of the pioneer advocacy organization’s
Equality Works Program, which focuses
on expanding women’s participation
in high-paying but nontraditional
employment in fields like firefighting
and construction. The recent Oscarnominated movie North Country, which
told the story of women taking on work
in the Minnesota mining pits, portrayed
some of the difficulties women have
found in entering work fields that
previously had been nearly universally
reserved for men.
“Women in nontraditional jobs
face overwhelming obstacles of sex
discrimination and sexual harassment.
Yet because such jobs offer unparalleled
economic opportunities, it is especially
critical that they be welcoming environments for women,” says Thomas, who is
applying her skills on the Equality Works
Program’s active litigation docket.
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Gillian L. Thomas, ’96

Legal Momentum is happy to use
Thomas’ experience, according to Vice
President/Legal Director Jennifer K.
Brown, who praised Thomas’ “years of
accomplishment in the legal profession
and her outstanding contributions to
Legal Momentum’s work.”
Prior to joining Legal Momentum,
Thomas practiced with Vladeck,
Waldman, Elias & Englehard in New
York City and Willig, Williams &
Davidson in Philadelphia, where she
represented workers in employment
discrimination cases. Also in Philadelphia,
she practiced with Schnader Harrison
Segal & Lewis, where she concentrated
on commercial litigation.
After earning her J.D., Thomas
clerked for U.S. District Judge John T.
Nixon in Nashville, Tennessee. Before
entering Michigan Law, she worked for
a National Public Radio-affiliated station
in San Francisco and a women’s health
organization in Washington, D.C.
She earned her B.A. in history from
Yale University.

hilippines President Gloria Macapagal
Arroyo has nominated Philippines
Senator Miriam Defensor Santiago,
LL.M. ’75, S.J.D. ’76, to an upcoming
vacancy on the International Court
of Justice (ICJ), the United Nations’
principal court.
If Santiago is elected to the 15member court, she will be the second
member of the Michigan Law family
to serve. Affiliated Overseas Faculty
member Bruno Simma, of Germany,
currently holds one of the ICJ’s five
Western European seats.
Arroyo introduced Santiago at
the 40th ministerial meeting of the
Association of Southeast Asian Nations
in Manila last July as “Senator Miriam
Defensor Santiago, chairwoman of the
Committee on Foreign Relations and our
Philippine nominee to the International
Court of Justice.”
Santiago, a longtime political ally
of Arroyo, was a legal officer for the
UN High Commissioner for Refugees
in Geneva from 1979-80 and worked
as a legal consultant to the Philippine
Embassy in Washington in 1982. If
chosen for the court, she said, she would
leave the senate without difficulty.
The court, which hears legal disputes
submitted by UN member states, will
have a vacant post to be filled by an
Asian country when Jordan’s term is
completed in 2009.
For more on the ICJ, go to
www.icj-cij.org.

Graduates in Europe named
to prestigious positions

Two graduates who earned advanced

degrees at Michigan Law and live in
Europe have been named to high-level
posts in Europe:
• The European Commission (EC)
has named Katarína Mathernová,
LL.M. ’89, deputy director-general of
the Directorate General for Regional
Policy (DG REGIO), where she oversees
three policy directorates and coordinates
relations with the commission’s other
directorates-general and authorities in
the member states and regions; and
• Zdenek Kuhn, LL.M. ’02, S.J.D.
’06, has been appointed as a justice on
the European Court of Human Rights.
Mathernová joined the EC in 2005,
and most recently was a director
in charge of the largest geographic
directorate, where she oversaw implementation of the European Regional
Development Fund and the Cohesion
Fund and managed an annual budget of
more than €13 billion.
In her new post, Mathernová
promotes the EC’s cohesion policy to
improve infrastructure, encourage innovation and entrepreneurship, and create
more and better jobs through investment in human capital. She ensures
that policy develops on the basis of
sound economic analysis and evaluation,
addresses the challenges of the future,
and is guided by the priorities identified
in the 2000 Lisbon Agenda for European
Union development.
Before joining the EC, Mathernová
was a senior private development

specialist at the World Bank. A native of
Slovakia, from 1999-2002 she was chief
institutional and policy coordinator in
the office of the Slovak Deputy Prime
Minister, where she focused on macroeconomic stabilization, strategies for
business restructuring and privatization,
anti-corruption strategies, and improvement of the investment climate. She also
has worked at international law firms in
Europe and the United States and in the
legal department of the World Bank in
Washington, D.C.

Kuhn’s appointment makes him
perhaps the youngest person on the
European Court of Human Rights,
which has one justice from each member
state of the Council of Europe. Kuhn’s
appointment is ad hoc for several rent
control cases pending against the Czech
Republic because a permanent Czech
judge resigned from the case. His
temporary appointment at such a young
age signals that he is highly regarded in
Czech Republic government and
legal circles.

Students vote Michigan Law grads
top professors — again

S

tudents again have named two Michigan
Law graduates Professors of the Year at Wayne
State University Law School in Detroit.
Professor Janet E. Findlater, ’74, was voted
the favorite teacher of first-year students and
Professor David A. Moran, ’91, was selected
by advanced students.
Wayne State law students have held
Findlater and Moran in high esteem for many
years. Findlater has been named Professor
of the Year 16 times, more than any other
faculty member. Moran has been voted the
honor nine times, including once when he
was an adjunct professor.
Findlater teaches Contracts, Criminal
Law, Family Violence, and Domestic Violence
and the Law. She joined the Wayne State Law
School faculty in 1976.
Moran, who also is associate dean at the
school, is especially popular for his criminal
procedure classes. He also has taught at
Michigan Law as a visiting professor.

Janet E. Findlater, ’74

David A. Moran, ’91
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